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The climbers were Mallory, Somervell, Norton
and Morshead. Strutt was to return to Camp III;
he had not acclimatized well.
The start was made at 7.30, and now for the
first time in its history man stood actually on
the mountain itself. Long millions of years
ago there must have been teeming life upon it ;
for it was once below the sea, and later must
have been a tropical island, covered with palms
and ferns, and swarming with bird and insect
life. But this would have been before the
appearance of man ; and during all the history
of man it must have been a snow-clad mountain.
And if the Nepalese and Tibetans have never
had the enterprise to climb it we may be sure
that primitive man never would have. May 20th,
1922, may therefore be taken as the date on which
man first set foot on Everest. But history has
not yet recorded with certainty which of the four
climbers was actually the first to plant his foot
on the slope leading up the mountain from the
North Col. Morshead is, however, mentioned
as leading at first ; so, perhaps, the honour is
his. And this would be most fitting, as he be-
longs to that Service, the Survey of India, which
first discovered and determined the height and
position of the mountain and which then named
it after their former Chief, the Surveyor-General,
Sir George Everest.
And what was the mountain like now that the
climbers  were  at  close grip with it ?    From a